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SUBJ: BANANAS: INTERVIEW WITH UPEB DIRECTOR 

1. COLOMBIA'S FORMER MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, AND PRESENTLY 
THE CHIEF REPRESENT ATIPN OF UPEB, HERNAN VALLEJO MEJIA, WAS 
THE SUBJECT OF A LONG INTERVIEW TRANSCRIBED IN THE MAY 19 
PRESS. HE SAID THAT AT THE RECENT FAO BANANA GROUP MEETING AT 
ABIDJAN, AFRICAN, LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN EXPORTERS 
MANAGED TO UNITED FOR THE FIRST TIME, AND CREATED A WORKING GROUP 
TO DRAFT BASES FOR A WORLD BANANA AGREEMENT. HE CAUTIONED, 
HOEVER, THAT THE EXPORTERS THEMSELVES ARE NOT READY YET TO DISCUSS 
AN INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT WITH THE CONSUMING COUNTRIES, AND 
THAT IT WILL NOT BE EASY TO CREATE AMONG THE EXPORTERS THE 
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SUCH AN AGREEMENT. 

2. VALLEJO COULD NOT UNDERSTAND WHY ECUADOR DOES NOT APPRECIATE 
THE BENEFITS IT WOULD DERIVE FROM JOINING UPEB, WHEN IT HAS 
BENEFITED SO MUCH FROM OPEC AND OTHER GROUPINGS. HE SAID THERE 
ARE STRONG GROUPS OF ECUADORIAN EXPORTERS OPPOSED TO THEIR 
GOVERNMENT'S PRESENT POLICY, BUT THAT THE PRODUCERS DO NOT YET 
REALIZE THE ADVANTAGES OF UPEB AND SO ARE AGAINST JOINING. 

THIS IS A POLITICAL SITUATION NO GOVERNMENT CAN IGNORE, HE 
ACKNOWLEDGED, WHILE HOPING THAT ECUADOR'S POLICY WILL CHANGE. 

3. AS FOR THE MULTINATIONALS, VALLEJO RECOGNIZED THEIR IMPORTANCE 
IN THE BANANA INDUSTRY. UPEB IS READY TO DISCUSS WITH THEM 

WAYS OF AVOIDING HARSH COMPETITION THAT CAUSES LARGE LOSSES. 
STUDIES HAVE BEGUN, HE ADDED, OF THE POSSIBILITY OF CREATING 
A UPEB MILTINATIONAL FOR MARKETING BANANAS IN NON-TRADITIONAL 
MARKETS. THIS COMPANY, HE SAID. WOULD HOPE TO COLLABORATE WITH 
THE PRIVATE COMPANIES IN DEVELOPING THESE NEW MARKETS. 
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